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BEFORE + AFTER

A Burst of Colorful Patterns Revived This
Industrial Brooklyn Apartment

It’s a patchwork heaven
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As hoards of New Yorkers �ed to the suburbs in spring 2020, Meredith Winfrey decided to put down roots in the
city. The beauty publicist and her husband purchased the bare-bones second �oor of a once-industrial condo
building in Red Hook, Brooklyn, with the goal of transforming it into a cozy family home. “We wanted to be here
for the long haul,” she avows.

BEFORE: “It was basically open, but all the bones of it were really good,” Meredith recalls.

The couple fell in love with the natural light, high ceilings, and exposed brick in the corner unit, but it was 
lacking a key element: Walls. Aside from a few temporary dividers, the 1,000-square-foot apartment was 
completely open. “It had a really good feel to it, but it was not functional,” Meredith remembers. “There 
wasn’t a single closet.”

https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/practical-and-aesthetic-improvements-allowed-this-couple-to-craft-an-upstate-escape
https://www.instagram.com/projectmmnyc/?hl=en
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AFTER: Floral Marthe Armitage wallpaper adds flare in the main bedroom. 

https://marthearmitage.co.uk/
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AFTER: “I love going to flea markets and secondhand stores and antique malls,” Meredith says. “During
the pandemic I’ve gotten really into live auctioneers.”

Luckily, Meredith had a vision for a layout that would maximize the space and include as much storage as
possible. She consulted with an architect, who con�rmed her instincts, made tweaks to the plan, and drew up
blueprints. “He helped me with the technical side, which is not something I knew about because I have no
professional experience,” she explains.

Meredith also learned that the existing timber �oors were actually sub�oors, so she added a sound barrier and a
new layer of pine on top. She then painted the wood a warm, chalky hue, and sheathed the walls in a creamy
tone. “I like a lot of colors and patterns, so I wanted there to be something very neutral,” she says. “I didn’t want
it to all be so bright and crazy. The white �oors and walls felt like a good way to balance it out.”

https://cna.st/affiliate-link/9DMYJr9yzEbTiwyBpEHYmcGBCNaMxaVs4sapVAr4rsT1nJjFqmbwFYBUewGGm8SUds1CPQyprfS7qXReieahbWzVzhsPk81gcz8dC9RGMd1DpfKtzPuhxvDw6Mb?cid=621fe86023b7bcaaa92dda24&xid=fr1646661047403cbb
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AFTER: Though the Robert Kime wallpaper was pricey, Meredith could afford enough to cover a small
area.

The fun starts in the entry, where Robert Kime’s Sunburst Terracotta wallpaper welcomes anyone who sets foot
in the place. The playful orange and navy motif is complemented by a series of Dutch blue doors that lead to two
bedrooms and a clever closet that hides the water heater, coats, shoes, and more.

https://cna.st/affiliate-link/6N2MTMo3k6mjBjxUN6WMs8rn5FSAhFZGJwF64jPmgeZoFYAXfjD9PWKt7V2cnaukAwY1gvjAFK7UEc49J4WWG1nSGQmmoUnoP5Hr1BTabgjFT9wpN6tRVHcpmUUFkExZgkv6S9bpGcpZEuBqcL4BPepr1HHVRHNLgFn4GMR56xYp3Pv?cid=621fe86023b7bcaaa92dda24&xid=fr1646661047403aii
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/6YJtJY7joo3RENNFcuyKiE5SFtUwhWKSBC6kAnGgyPvKqa2yfKBDGxfyxxMLFgNDsMEdsnrA8isxe5pRZbQVWSzKewNCV978x4DeTS5NrKUgo9eJiicAtKn?cid=621fe86023b7bcaaa92dda24&xid=fr1646661047403jje
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AFTER: “It’s pretty traditional to have a kitchen table in the middle of the room, but now you more
frequently see an island,” Meredith considers. “I just really liked the idea of having a place that was very
multifunctional.”
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AFTER: “I like spaces that feel comfortable and like you can live in them,” Meredith says. “They’re not too
precious. And you’re not worrying that you have to be careful.”



The strong shade of blue carries into the kitchen, which is helmed by a custom-crafted pantry and cabinets
adorned with minimal brass hardware from DeVol. Meredith sourced the six Bum dining chairs from the British
maker, too. “They’re so beautiful and very, very simple,” she says. “I think that’s the hardest thing to �nd, simple
things that are done really well.”

BEFORE: “Right away I had a picture in my head of what I thought it could be, which was very reassuring,
but also a little scary because I didn’t know what I didn’t know,” Meredith says.

https://cna.st/affiliate-link/UeYxRXY6kUirk19ePvn3hvaTu2gx7TAg1wUCTbp3qxRppfDRFJU29wnZkR56drAz1PK6cea5Q5w32Qc?cid=621fe86023b7bcaaa92dda24&xid=fr1646661047403bdc
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/vk6RbnasocPvK7WVNs75eUjGaK8ASjY2G3CDzfpujc8RFhS4yGgRJaHjs5CifTD8DxLMEGtySYS2ESFVf4mkfXoDNKcwDHEamaFRcZWLxK5DvbyRMQWo7sqGS7cFtQVf?cid=621fe86023b7bcaaa92dda24&xid=fr1646661047403aci
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AFTER: Patrick Townsend’s sculptural Orbit chandelier hangs in the living room.

In the adjacent living room, an L-shaped sofa upholstered in brown-and-ivory gingham fabric steals the show.
The piece was once two separate couches that Meredith bought at the ABC Carpet & Home outlet and then had
combined by an artisan named Juvenal Sanchez, who’s known for his furniture wizardry. He also built the
accompanying ottoman, which features a contrasting striped and paisley print.

https://shop.townsenddesign.net/products/orbit-42-inch-white-chandelier
https://www.instagram.com/ivrylinteriors/?hl=en
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AFTER: When Meredith realized Heath Ceramics tiles were out of her budget, she reached out to the
California company, who told her about their Tile Tuesday sample sales.
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AFTER: A double vanity makes the most of the lone bathroom.

The home’s only bathroom packs a punch, as well, with Carrara marble, paneled walls, and seafoam green Heath
Ceramics tiles that Meredith skillfully snagged at an online sample sale. “It felt like a risk and kind of unusual to
put it on the �oor, but it’s one of my favorite things about the apartment,” she shares.

With vintage rugs peppered throughout, there’s no shortage of visual intrigue. “It’s pretty eclectic, comfortable,
lived-in, and a bit weird,” Meredith says. “I like having a couple ugly things around to keep it feeling a little
interesting and real.” Ugly? No way. Interesting? Most de�nitely.

AFTER: In Meredith’s five-year-old son’s room, a vintage rainbow quilt makes for a cuddly bed.

https://www.heathceramics.com/
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/topic/renovation
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/topic/before-after
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/topic/clever



